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Abstract

This study aims at identifying credibility of the local news in the Palestinian
news websites among the media students at the universities of the Gaza Governorates.
This study is descriptive research that is based on a survey. The study used the methods
of media audience survey, mutual relationship analysis, correlation analysis, the theory
of dependence on the media and gothered all data by using survey card.

The researcher selected a simple random quota sample of media students in the
universities of Gaza governorates. Sample size was 150 sampling units extracted from
the study population. The field study took place in the period from 20/2/2017 to
27/2/2017. The study concluded a set of conclusions as follows:

There is a medium level of confidence in the local news published in the
Palestinian news websites, with a total score of 66.60%. Availability of the credibility
components of the news published in the electronic news websites had an average
score of 65.60%. The study also showed that the news published in these website are
significantly affected by the Palestinian political split in percentage of 70.40%, and the
conflict with the Israeli occupation in percentage of 80.80%.

The study also showed that there is a statistically significant correlation between
the elements of credibility in the Palestinian news websites and the degree of Gaza
media students’ dependence on these news. The study proposed a set of
recommendations as follows:

The study should form a motive for the Palestinian news websites and other
media forms to work in a professional manner that takes into account the required
professionalism level, which considers credibility as a positive aspect. The Palestinian
news websites should also provide more honest and reliable news to reach the highest
possible level of credibility in order to achieve the desires of the followers of these
websites. There is also a need to study credibility considering all the involved
components including the media mean, and all parts of the communication process

including sources, messages, communicator and receiver.
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